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Sakhi 


Hansaa tu toh sabal thaa, 
halukii apani chaal I 
rang kuranga rangiyaa, 

tain kiyaa avara lagavaar II1511 


O hansaa (swan, soul, seeker) you were able by every means to fly (attain salvation). However, 
you lost your pace. You got yourself painted in the dark colour of ignorance ( kuranga) for you 
acquired a paramour (lagavaar,). This paramour (the mind which is seat of passion and sensual 
enjoyment) has put the veil of ignorance around you. 


Hansaa saravara taji chale, 
dehi parigau suuna I 
kahahin Kabir pukarike, 
tehi dara tehi thuun II1611 


The soul ( hansaa-swan) departs from the body ( saravara-lake) and the body becomes 
lifeless, useless. Kabir says aloud (pukarike), it has planted the same supporting pillar at the 
same door; that is to say, the soul has again acquired a body in this world. Soul and body are not 
same; body only serves the purpose as long as the soul resides in it. After departing from a body 
the soul acquires another body to serve the karma it has acquired. 

Purport- This human life must be used to exalt oneself to a high level of realization on 
way to salvation, freedom from the cycle birth, freedom from karma. 
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Hansaa bagu dekhaa eka ranga, 
chare hariyare taal I 
hansaa chiir te jaaniye, 

bagu ughare tatakaal II1711 


Swan ( Hansaa ) and crane {bagu) have the same colour, white. Both are found 
moving in the same lake surroundings. But while the swan is identified by its 
discriminating prowess between water and milk, a crane reveals its nature by display of 
cruelty and cunning. This world is full of people of either nature. One has to be careful in 
associating with people and not get deceived by external appearance; the real test of a 
person is his conduct. 


Kaahe harm duubrii, 
yahii hariyare taal I 
laccha aheri eka mriga, 

ketik taarai bhaalWlM 

Why is the deer ( harm) so feeble {duubrii), though it grazes in the lake of green 
pastures? For how long would a deer save itself from the points of spear of the hunters 
who have besieged it? The soul is surrounded by so many luring vices that it is 
struggling to set itself free, but for how long will it succeed in waiving away the assault? 


Teeni lok bhawa pinjaraa, 
paap punya bhawa jaal I 
sakal jeev saawaj bhaye, 
ek aheri Kaal II1911 


The qualities of human nature, sattva (goodness), raja (passion) and tamas 
(darkness) have become a cage ( pinjaraa ); and sinful and virtuous acts are the web in 
which the individual souls as preys are trapped by Kaal (Yama the King of dead, 
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ignorance). Only the rightful application of virtues lead to well being, any form of 
aberration like excesses or ego will lead to the cesspool of bondage. Like, knowledge is 
sattaguna (virtue of goodness) but the sense of pride of knowledge is abondage because 
any act done with that knowledge is beset with ego. 


Lobhai jaan gavaaiyaa, 
Paape khaayaa punna I 
Saadhi so aadhi kahe, 
Taapar mera khunna 112011 


People lose their life due to greed. Sinful acts nullify the effects of virtuous acts. 
Greed is the source of all sinful action. I am angry upon those who dispense half truths 
thus misguiding the seekers of truth. 


Aadhi sakhi sira kharii, 

Jo niruvaari jaaya I 
Ka pandit ki pothiyaan, 
Raat-divasa mili gaaya 112111 


Even half of a sakhi is beneficial if its right import is deciphered and applied to 
one’s life instead of day and night useless recitation of voluminous books of pandit 
(learned) like a parrot without understanding it and continuing to live in perpetual 
ignorance. 
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